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MAKE REGULAR BIBLE
READING A REALITY

ﬁﬂ' NIV Student Bible is the bestselling study
Bible in the United States. Now we in Europe

have our own version — The Insight Bible.
Thousands know that they should, or would like
to read the Bible, but find that this is often easier
said than done. The new NIV Insight Bible was
specifically planned to make enjoyable and
regular reading a reality. Specially adupred,

it is easvy to use and ideal for readers who

wish to increase both their appreciation and
understanding of the Bible.

® A J-vear plan, designed 10
encourage regular reading.
takes the reader right through
the Bible.

® A f-month plan gives a
perceptive overview of the
entire Bible.

e Twelve 2-week plans
provide a survey of passages
every Christian should know
and enjoy.

@ A unique 3-Track Reading
Plan for each book of the
Bible

@ Introductions to each book.
including a *How to Read’
section, give crucial back-
ground information together
with contemporary relevance,

® 136 Insights throughout the
Bible help bridge the gap
between Bible times and today.

@ 1038 Highlights explain
confusing verses, point out
interesting facts and encourage
reflection.

@ ‘Parallel passages’ in the
Gospels note the places where
the same event or teaching is
recorded.

@ Subject guide helps find
passages on key concepts,
practical issues and concerns

® A non-biblical Glossary
briefly describes the people and
places mentioned in the
Introductions, Insights and
Highlights.

@ 16 pages of full colour
maps show where events in the
Bible actually occured

The accurate, highly readable text of the New
International Version is combined with a series
of special features which help make the Bible

come alive in a truly effective way.

’

, LY
plan and have started the third

Q An extract from one of the many

letters received since this Bible
was published in the USA,

Hodder & Stoughton Publishers
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ORIGIN OF BIBLE SOCIETY

The Bible Society was founded in 1806, as the Dublin Bible Society, with the
objective of encouraging a wider circulation of the Sacred Scriptures in Ireland.
From 1808 to 1987 the Society was known as the Hibernian Bible Society. In
1987, the Belfast Bible Society operation became an independent Society called
the Bible Society in Northern Ireland. The Hibernian Bible Society changed its
name to Bible Society in Ireland. In 1989, the Society adopted the name The
National Bible Society of Ireland.

The Bible Society has a long and distinguished history. It has distributed
an estimated 10 million copies of the Scriptures in Ireland in its 187 years of
existence and it has contributed finance and personnel for the world-wide task of
Scripture distribution and translation. As a charitable Society it continues this
task today.

In 1949, the Society joined the newly formed United Bible Societies which
is now a world-wide partnership of Bible Societies and offices operating in over
200 countries. All these Bible Societies share the common aim of achieving the
widest possible effective distribution of the Holy Scriptures: they do this at a price
people can afford and in a language and format they can understand. Bible
Societies have a declared policy of serving all Churches and of inviting all
Churches to be partners with them in the great task of spreading God’s Word to
every person.

The Purpose of the National Bible Society of Ireland

The purpose of the National Bible Society of Ireland is to make the Holy Scrip-
tures available in a relevant format at prices which can be afforded by all people.
The Society also provides Bible-related services especially education and training
in the effective use of the Bible.

The purpose is achieved by serving and co-operating with Christians of all
traditions and by reaching out to people who do not know Jesus Christ. The
National Bible Society co-operates with other bodies in Ireland and abroad in
Bible distribution and translation. As a member of the United Bible Societies it
shares in world-wide co-operation with the Catholic Biblical Federation so that all
people may own, use, value and share the Bible.

Photo credits: Tom Connolly ; UBS/Harvey
Beryl Stone
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Bevtew of 1992 - 1993: Tetand

Our Purpose
“The widest possible effective distribution and use of Holy Scripture.”

During the past year we have worked successfully in pursuit of our single-minded
and clear purpose. We have striven to achieve it in Ireland and overseas. Our only
limitation in reaching others with the Word of God has been lack of financial
resources: this poses a serious challenge to the whole Christian community in
Ireland - how can we withhold God’s Word from others by low levels of giving,
and yet claim to be loyal to Christ’s command (Matthew 28: 19 - 20)?

The Society as a voluntary body can only achieve what Christian giving allows.
The Society has a responsibility to communicate to Irish Christians the huge
needs in the world for Bible translation, publication and distribution in order to
serve the growing Christian churches. It is well placed to fulfil this responsibility
because of its close fellowship with Bible Societies working in over 200 countrics
throughout the world. In Ireland the Society, as a servant of all the churches, is
uniquely placed to offer a common witness to the Word of God by helping people
use the Scriptures more effectively in their local churches.

A famous architect of the modern Bible Society movement, Dr. L. E. Holmgren,
described our work as being:

- ecumenical in spirit

- economical in method

- evangelistic in motive

In 1992 - 1993 we have sought to have this spirit, method and motive in the work
of National Bible Society of Ireland.

Highlights of 1992 - 1993

Effective use of the Scriptures: Programmes
During the last year NBSI provided:

Adult Leaders «Leaders course for local Scripture study in the Diocese of
Kerry (18 -19 September 1992).
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«Seminar for Diocesan Adult Education Organisers in the
Church of Ireland on leading local Bible Study groups
(25 - 26 September 1992).

Youth Leaders «"Transforming Young Adult Programmes Using Scripture"
week-end for youth leaders (13 - 14 November 1992).

+"God’s Word Thru Music & Drama". A workshop for
youth leaders (24 April 1993).

Training events, such as these, are very well received and our voluntary trainers
deserve our best thanks. On the basis of our work in providing training pro-
grammes in the effective use of the Scriptures, the Society has been requested to
organise further training for leaders of Bible study groups and we have received a
grant from the Priorities Fund of the Church of Ireland to support this work. This
is most encouraging and we feel that a real need is being met by the Society. A
new series called “The Living Word In ...” has been developed and the first
week-end course in the series, “The Living Word In ... Mark”, will be run in
Galway in November 1993.

Performing a dramatic script at the “Transforming Young Adult Programmes Using Scripture”
course run by NBSI, in November 1992 at Gort Muire Conference Centre, Dublin.
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